· IJMA:
Ijma is the third and secondary source of Islamic law. Its literal meaning is unanimous agreement. Ijma, is basically a consensus of legal experts over a question regarding Islamic law on which the Quran and Sunnah are silent
However, it must be noted that to perform Ijma, the legal experts must have complete knowledge of Quran and Sunnah because Ijma of modern experts cannot go against the teachings of Quran and Sunnah. The scholars should also have in depth knowledge of the previously performed Ijmas and also of the new problem under consideration. 
Now, I can understand that some of you must be wondering that since the primary sources of Islamic law are perfect, why need of Ijma. In this regard it is important to understand that though the Quran and Sunnah are undoubtedly flawless, however there is no harm at all in extending those very teachings to apply them to problems which the Muslim Ummah faces today. And this, by no means implies defying or contradicting Quran and Sunnah.
In fact the Quran itself approve of the Ijma at several instances. It says: “O you who believe, obey Allah, and Obey His messenger and those charged with duty amongst you”
Here those charged with duty refers to Islamic scholars, thus proving that their consensus is a valuable source of Islamic law.
To further clear your understanding, let me quote some examples of previously performed Ijmas:
· During Hazrat Umar’s Caliphate, it was felt that the Muslims had difficulty gathering for the Friday prayer on just one azaan and so it was decided by the experts to have 2 calls for prayer on Fridays.
· The Tarawwih prayer is prayed throughout Ramadan after Isha in which the whole Quran is recited. This was the Ijma of the companions of the Prophet during the time of Hazrat Umar’s Caliphate, to perform 20 rakats of this prayer and this is practiced even today.
· QIYAS:
Qiyas is the 4th source of Islamic law and like Ijma; it too is a secondary source. Qiyas is actually a legal method of deducing one principle from another by comparing them together. However, please bear in mind that Qiyas can only be performed of both the Quran and Sunnah are silent on a particular issue and even no Ijma has been performed. Therefore, the purpose of Qiyas is primarily to facilitate Muslims to fashion their lives according to Islam in the modern world. Like Ijma, Qiyas too, finds its approval in the primary sources of Islamic law.
The Quran says: “marry women of your choice, two or three of four; but if you fear you shall not be able to do justice then only one”
Here the second clause (but if you fear…) allows for humans to apply their own reasoning and chose for what suits them best, but within the limits defined by Quran. In fact, this is in essence, the true meaning of Qiyas.
Similarly, the Sunnah also approves of the Qiyas in the following incident:
When the Holy Prophet sent Muadh Ibn Jabal as governor of Yemen, he asked him: “How will you reach a judgment when a question arises?” Muadh replied: “according to the word of Allah.” “And if you find nothing therein?” He then replied: “Then according to Sunnah of the messenger of Allah.” The Prophet again questioned: “And if you find nothing therein?” On this, Muadh said: “Then I shall take the decision according to my opinion” The Prophet was extremely pleased at his response and remarked: “Praise be to Allah who has led his messenger to a solution that pleases him”
This anecdote illustrates that the Prophet appreciated the use of one’s analogical deduction – Qiyas – to deliberate on issues not explained in the Primary sources of Islamic Law.
Qiyas can be divided into 4 portions:
· Asl: the actual injunction in Quran or Sunnah
· Illa: reasoning behind the injunction
· Hukm: the new deduction made
· Far: the link between the injunction and deduction
Mentioned below is an example of Qiyas to clear your understanding.
· The Quran forbids sales transactions after the call of prayer on Friday (asl). By analogy, all kinds of transactions (far) have been forbidden (hukm), because like sales they also distract Muslims from the Friday Prayers (Illa).
· The Holy Quran forbids the use of Khamr, an alcohol of grapes (asl). By analogy, heroin and other intoxicants (far) are also banned (hukm) because like Khamr they also cause intoxication (illa).
FOR FURTHER READING:
Islamiat by Farkhanda Noor Muhammad (pages 23-39 and 163-177)
QUESTIONS:
Q) Why did the Caliphs think it was important to make a compilation of the Quran? /4
A) After the death of many of the memorizers of Quran in the battle of Yamana, Hazrat Umar realized that those who had memorized the Quran would gradually die and this might challenge the preservation of the word of Allah. Therefore, Hazrat Umar suggested to the caliph, Hazrat Abu Bakr that he order a written copy of the Quran to be made so as to preserve the word of Allah in its truest form so that future generations could benefit from it.
When Hazrat Usman was told that Quran was being recited in different dialects by different Muslims, he realized that this could result in the loss of original meaning of the Quran and this could also cause disunity amongst Muslims.
